
Vacations



Part 2

• The examiner will give you a card with a topic on for you to talk about.

• It will include areas to cover in your talk.

• You will have a minute to prepare and then up to 2 minutes to talk.

• The examiner will stop you when your time has finished.

• Do make notes in your first minute. Brainstorm your ideas , thoughts and vocabulary. Make sure you cover all 
the areas on your topic card.

• Use a variety of vocabulary, try not to repeat words you have already used.

• Keep talking.

• Try to talk to the examiner as you would a friend.

• Smile . Smiling also helps with pronunciation.

• Vary your tone when speaking.



Vocabulary 

vacation, trip , holiday, break, passport, ID card, baggage, 
luggage, caravan, tent, hotel, apartment, tourist, map, 
sightseeing, sights, landmark, visit, place, tickets, suitcase, 
river, sea, ocean, city, city break, excursions, relaxing, 
stressed, money, currency, food, cuisine, forest, mountains, 
warm, sunny, hot, temperature, climate, snow, ancient, 
buildings, places of worship, swimming, snorkelling, 
sunbathing, beautiful, wonderful, exciting, breathtaking, 
recharge, calm, experience, out of this world, noisy, 
peaceful, cafes, restaurants, terraces, friendly, local people, 
helpful, transport, resort, photos, social media, reading, chill, 
refreshing, family, partner, alone, tranquil, plane, car, 
unique, stunning.

Do you know these words?

Check the meaning and pronunciation of any words that you 
are unsure about.



Idioms and Phrases.
Match the pairs.

• to let your hair down.                                        to go somewhere in order to escape from your daily problems.   

• to get away from it all.                                      to enjoy yourself and have fun.                                

• to live it up.                                                          to start a journey or to leave.                     

• on a shoestring.                                                   to have a really good time.                               

• to hit the road.                                                     to do something on a budget or cheaply.



Now try to 
use them in 
a sentence.

Let’s travel to Europe and live it up for two 
weeks!



An example of a part 2 
IELTS speaking question.

Practice this question 
at least 3 times.

Record yourself.
Listen to each   
recording. 

By the end you should 
have improved a lot.

Describe a place you have visited on holiday:

• Where it was. 

• Who you went with.

• What did you do there.

• Why you liked it.

.

• Remember 1 minute for planning, 2 minutes for 
speaking.



How did you 
do?

After listening to yourself.

Write down your strengths. 

1

2

3

Write down areas to improve and develop.

1

2

3



Sample Answer.     This example, can also give you, your own ideas.

. 

Last year, my friends and I visited Turkey in July. I had been looking forward to this trip for a long time and

needed to get away from it all , after a stressful year. I needed to relax and chill and live it up a bit, not too much

though. We had decided to spend a few nights in Istanbul, then drive down to the coast, where we could take some

time to unwind and soak up the sun.

It was my first time visiting Istanbul and I wasn’t disappointed. The hotel we had booked was in the center and walking 

distance to many well-known landmarks and places of interest. It was great being in the hustle and bustle of everyday

life, a little noisy at times, but I didn’t mind, as I knew within a few days I’d be lying on soft, white sand.

We tried to cram in as much as possible, one place we visited was the Blue Mosque built in the 1700’s and still used

today and also popular with many tourists. 

Arriving at the mosque, it certainly looked unique, quite stunning to look at with its domes and six minarets and when

entering the mosque, it just got better. The interior decorations and the lighting were incredible. From the colours 

inside, I could see why it was known as The Blue Mosque, simply breathtaking!

We had a wonderful break in the city, but was glad to leave this place, as I really did need  to let my mind relax. After

a few hours of driving, we reached our final destination, to enjoy a well earned rest. 



What did that answer 
do well? 

Did you learn any new 
vocabulary or phrases?

Was your answer 
similar?

Use the vocabulary and 
example to give you 
more ideas.

Well done for 
completing.

Keep practicing !

You can do it!


