
Books 



Part 2

• The examiner will give you a card with a topic on for you to talk about.

• It will include areas to cover in your talk.

• You will have a minute to prepare and then up to 2 minutes to talk.

• The examiner will stop you when your time has finished.

• Do make notes in your first minute. Brainstorm your ideas , thoughts and vocabulary. Make sure you cover all 
the areas on your topic card.

• Use a variety of vocabulary, try not to repeat words you have already used.

• Keep talking.

• Try to talk to the examiner as you would a friend.

• Smile . Smiling also helps with pronunciation.

• Vary your tone when speaking.



Vocabulary 

enjoy, books, title, pages, hardback, paperback, reader, 
author, illustrator, best seller, selling, book store, 
couldn't put it down, ending, chapters, introduction, 
compelling, twist, page-turner, characters, plot, 
information, fact, fiction, climax, series, relaxing, quick 
read, holiday, free time, gripping, spine-tingling,  
thriller, romance, horror, tear-jerker, suspense, tale, 
story, film, sequel,  bedtime,  engrossed, from cover to 
cover, classic, e-book, good reviews, scary, drama, 
period, history.

Do you know these words?

Check the meaning and pronunciation of any words 
that you are unsure about.



Idioms and Phrases.
Match the pairs.

• a closed book.                                             don’t form an opinion about something or someone from appearance. 

• an open book.                                               something you accept has completely ended.                       

• read someone like a book.                         someone who doesn’t keep any secrets.                                      

• the oldest trick in the book.                       to understand what someone is thinking or feeling.

• don’t judge a book by its cover.                a dishonest way of doing something  that someone has used before.   



Now try to 
use them in 
a sentence.

“It was the oldest trick in the book – one man 
distracted me while another stole my wallet. I 
can’t believe I fell for it.”



An example of a part 2 
IELTS speaking question.

Practice this question 
at least 3 times.

Record yourself.
Listen to each   
recording. 

By the end you should 
have improved a lot.

Describe a book that you have read:

• The title of the book. 

• What is it about.

• Why you read it.

• What did you enjoy about it.

.

• Remember 1 minute for planning, 2 minutes for 
speaking.



How did you 
do?

After listening to yourself.

Write down your strengths. 

1

2

3

Write down areas to improve and develop.

1

2

3



Sample Answer.     This example, can also give you, your own ideas.

My favourite book that I have enjoyed  was a few years ago. 

The title of the book is The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood and published in 1985. I was 
recommended this book by a dear friend of mine, who told me that I should try this novel as it would open 
my eyes and could ask many questions to what I was about to read.

It is set in the near future in the USA. The government have been overthrown by a new political party that 
basically take away all rights from women and who become baby makers and workers for the state.

From the first chapter, I was in shock to what was happening to these people and I couldn’t put the book 
down. It is a disturbing story and at times very upsetting. My mind started to wander and look at the world 
we live in today, where certain countries have or who are taking particular human rights away from certain 
groups of people, where countries seem to be going back in time rather than progressing and accepting 
everyone and their individual rights and freedom as a human being.

I read the story very quickly within a few days, it was gripping. Soon after finishing this read, I was told that 
it had been made into a television series. From episode one, I have been glued to the TV screen, actually 
visually seeing the scenes  from the book  was sickening. Even though the story is fiction, you could  think , 
would this ever be allowed to happen in the world we live in today.



What did that answer 
do well? 

Did you learn any new 
vocabulary or phrases?

Was your answer 
similar?

Use the vocabulary and 
example to give you 
more ideas.

Well done for 
completing.

Keep practicing !

You can do it!


